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ruler, taking due advantage of the contiguity of India and
Afghanistan. He did not repose overmuch confidence in any
Afghan ruler, because the Afghans were, in his opinion, untrust-
worthy, and faithful to nothing save the traditions of plunder.
If an invading army, he would say, ever were to march through
Afghanistan towards India, it would be joined by hordes of
Afghans, indeed, by every Afghan who could afford to leave
his home, notwithstanding any subsidies which the British
Government might in past years have been giving. Still he
thought that good would result from a friendly understand-
ing founded in some degree on such subsidies, while his main
reliance rested on the power of England, through measures to
be adopted not in Asia but in Europe, for virtually compelling
Russia to leave Afghanistan untouched. If, however, such an
understanding were to be established, a ruler must be found
who could hold his own and govern an united country.

Dost Muhammad had barely attained that position before his
death at an advanced age. After his demise there broke out
"between his sons the long-predicted contest for the succession.
The successor designate, Shir Ali, did actually enter upon the
succession .for a time, and with him friendly relations were
established. He soon afterwards lost Caubul and retained only
Candahar and Herat; the British relations with him, however,
were maintained. Subsequently he was deprived of Candahar
also, and retired to Herat; his fortunes then seemed to be so
eclipsed that it might become necessary to transfer the British
recognition, from him to his successful rival, as the de facto ruler.
Shir Ali, however, by some 'strokes of valour and fortune,
recovered his position, and after many stirring vicissitudes
consolidated a dominion over the whole of Afghanistan.

John Lawrence then judged that the time had come when he
might revert to the plan of supporting a friendly and indepen-
dent Afghanistan with British recognition, also with subsidies in
arms and money. Having obtained for his.plan the approval of
the English Government, he invited the Amir Shir Ali to come
to some place in British territory for a personal meeting in order
to discuss the best manner in which a limited support might be